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University of Alberta students took
a vow of silence last Friday for the
annual Day of Silence youth movement for LGBTQ awareness.
The event is based on the premise
that many in the LGBTQ community
feel pressure to keep silent in order to
avoid the threat of stigma that institutions, society, and families inflict. The
U of A student groups Siderite, a network for LGBTQ students in residence,
and the Residence Hall Association
organized the Day of Silence event,
where participants didn't speak all
day, until they broke the silence at 3
p.m. Around 40 students gathered,
dressed in red to show their support,
in the SUB Alumni Room to listen
to three speakers who addressed the
issues of bullying and discrimination
that LGBTQ students face.
All three speakers stressed the
importance of being vocal on LGBTQ
rights and spreading awareness to
local communities.
"Whenever you have a majority
that does not understand, therefore
fearful of the minority, there is sometimes a tendency to react negatively.
The best way to get around that is
to create a relationship between the
two," said Rachel Notley, the ML A for
Edmonton-Strathcon-

"It's so impor-

a.

tant for the members of the queer
community and allies like myself to
educate people. Not just on the bad
stuff, not just about bullying, about
the good things, the fun things. You
make it familiar, you make it real."
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TALK TO THE HAND Students took a vow of silence last Friday and had to use other methods to communicate.

Former city councillor Michael Phair
and Dr. Andre Grace, the director of the
Institute for Sexual Minority Studies and
Services, both spoke and emphasized
the importance of the political realm in
shaping the rights and perspectives on
the LGBTQ community.
"You are the future politicians,
future leaders in this country. Don't let
hold them
politicians off the hook
accountable" Grace said.
The speakers also addressed the federal election that will be taking place
in the coming weeks, and asked the

crowd to not be silent and to make sure
they are protecting and standing up for
the rights of LGBTQ individuals.
Siderite member Laura Groves said
this year the group focused on bringing
attention to the word choices people
use casually without understanding
the hurtful repercussions they have on
many people, which also functions to
perpetrate negative stereotypes.
"I think the biggest thing is
approaching your friends when they
are using this language. If you hear
someone say 'that's so gay,' 'fag,'

or 'dyke,' you should actually say
something about it. It's so difficult to
be the one that speaks out, but that's
why this event is so important because
the people that are participating were
silent at one point, or recognized that
there is this silence," Groves said. "I
think the most important thing to
take away from this is challenging the
word use and stepping up."
Groves explained that Siderite also
tries to ensure that LGBTQ student
residents are given equal rights and are
living in a safe environment.
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Pwer usage in Edmonton spiked by one per cent for Earth Hour last Saturday.

What is the least environmentally friendly thing you've ever done?
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complaints

concerns, or complaints about the
content or operations should be first sent to
at the address above. If the
the
is unable to resolve a complaint, it may be taken
to the Gateway Student Journalism Society's Board of
Directors; beyond that, appeal is to the
Society OmbudsBoard. The chairs of the Board of
Directors and the OmbudsBoard can be reached at the
address above.
Comments,
Gateway's

Yesterday, my friend was making supper
with me at her house, and we used bottled water to

fill

the kettle.

don't want

print off a lot of paper when I'm not
posed to, and my shower isn't
take long, hot showers.

sup-

energy-efficien-

to admit that, it was her. Why bottled
water? She doesn't like tap water. pro-

tested, but we did do that.

t.

just recently bought a huge, giant
chair, and was lounging in it during
Earth Hour. So that probably wasn't the
best thing to be doing. It's got a massage and a fridge, so that's probably not
very good for the environment. Yeah, TV,
XBox, lights. didn't actually know it was
Earth Hour until after, and that's probably
the worst thing I've done.

When

shave,

hot, so
crank

just leave

like to have

the water

it running all day long.
it up to 10, so we get some seri-

ous hot water there. That's the only thing
can think of.
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materials appearing in the Gateway bear copyright
of their creator(s) and may not be used without written
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All

disclaimers
Opinions expressed in the pages of the Gateway are
expressly those of the author and do not necessarily
reflect those of the Gateway or the Gateway Student
Journalism Society.
Additionally, the opinions expressed in advertisements
appearing in the Gatewayare those of the advertisers
and not the Gateway nor the Gateway Student
Journalism Society unless explicitly stated.
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The Gateway periodically adjusts its circulation between
7,000 to 10,000 printed copies based on market
fluctuations and other determining factors.

colophon

The Gateway is created using Macintosh computers, HP
Scanjet flatbed scanners, and a Nikon Super Cool Scan
optical film scanner. Adobe InDesign is used for layout.
Adobe Illustrator is used for vector images, while Adobe
Photoshop is used for raster images. Adobe Acrobat
is used to create PDF files which are burned directly to
plates to be mounted on the printing press. Text is set in
a variety of sizes, styles, and weights of FENICE, Joanna,
Kepler and Whitney. The Manitoban is the Gateway's
sister paper, and we love her dearly, though "not in that
way." The Gateway's games of choice are
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